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Abstract: The study presents the outcomes of discursive and conceptual analyses of Ukrainian and Slovak
media discourse that has been produced by the representatives of political and economic elites and news media outputs.
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processes both in Ukraine and in the rest of the world in the form of certain concepts.
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1. Introduction

For the second year in a row, the topic of the war has been on the front pages of the media. The war
in Ukraine has shaken the whole world by its unexpectedness, cruelty and aggression, which are
generally unheard of in modern society. Many publications by scholars in various fields (politics,
economics, geography, history, psychology, etc.) demonstrate the deep concern of humanity about

the ongoing atrocities. Contemporary linguistics has not stood aside either, immediately taking
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thematically relevant linguistic phenomena to be analysed from different perspectives. In particular,
Shevchenko studies the cognitive and pragmatic coverage of war designations in the English-
language media (LLleBuenko 2022), Zhuravska analyses the types and functionality of war memes in
the Ukrainian media (OKypaBcbka 2022), and Shcherbak identifies linguistic strategies and tactics that
structure news texts about the war in Ukraine from the angle of news reports collated from the

German-language website tagesschau.de (Illep6ak 2022).

Since mid-2022, a new topic has emerged in the rhetoric of military news, apparently related to
Ukraine's success at the front and the world's consolidation in the increase of military aid: the post-
war world, its structure, organizations, guarantees, etc. Analysing the helplessness of the world at the
beginning of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, most researchers agree that with the end of the
war, the current administrative and political world order will definitely need to be reframed and re-
evaluated using well-known techniques (Prihodko 2016). In reviewing these publications, we set out
to track trends in the collective cognitive space of Ukrainians and representatives of the European
space (Slovaks) from a cognitive point of view, which are revealed in the rhetoric of the Ukrainian

and Slovak media regarding the vision of the post-war world order and Ukraine in particular.

The object of the study is the mass media discourse (as a way of presenting material) on militarily
oriented topics in its political and public manifestations, and its subject is the autochthonous concepts
reflecting the basic thematically oriented mental markers of the ethnospaces under study. The material
comprises the speeches and statements by politicians (primarily presidents, but also parliamentarians
from Ukraine and Slovakia) and famous people (scientists, businesspeople etc.), who are considered
to be the decision-makers of society. The countries chosen are also obvious: Ukraine, which is the
object of aggression and a party to the war, and Slovakia, which, as a member of the European Union,
represents the general mood of Europeans. We are aware of the diversity of the European discourse,
but our goal is to reveal the general trends in European thinking from this perspective, which may be
continued in the study of nationally specific European discourses on the stated topic. Another task is
to compare the ideas about the post-war order in the mindsets of Ukrainians and Europeans, as well

as the mental coincidences and differences demonstrated in their speech.

The most appropriate linguistic projection for such a study is the cognitive-discourse paradigm of
linguistic research, and within it, the discourse conceptualisation area, which among other things
deals with the establishment of the components of collective cognitive spaces — "a particularly
structured set of knowledge and representations that all individuals of a social group (as a discursive

community) possess" (Osovska & Tomniuk 2019a: 48)). Against the background of different types
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of discursive practices, the collective cognitive space is reflected in certain relatively stable mental
frameworks — conceptual systems of discourses, which, in turn, are sets of concepts regularly
reproduced in them, which are commonly called autochthons (Minarikova at al. 2023; Osovska 2013;

Pryhodko 2008).

2. Media and the war in Ukraine

The outbreak of the war in Ukraine naturally came into the field of view of both national and global
media and replaced the topic of coronavirus not only in the Slovak, but also in the European media,
which has been intensively covered since the beginning of 2020 (Visnovsky & RadoSinska 2021).
When the virus spread around the world, in March 2020, the World Health Organisation declared a
pandemic, to which the governments of the countries reacted by introducing various restrictive
measures to prevent its spread. This was a media agenda that was the top topic of both national and
global news coverage for almost two years and was replaced by the Russian invasion of Ukraine,

which began on 24 February 2022.

As far as the coverage of the war in Ukraine is concerned, the Slovak media have paid increased
attention to the events beyond Slovakia's eastern border since the beginning of the war, for several
reasons. From a historical point of view, Subcarpathian Rus, which is now part of western Ukraine
(Lenovsky & Slobodova Novakova 2021), was for centuries part of the same state units of which the
Slovaks were a part, firstly Hungary and later the Czechoslovak Republic, and which since 1946 has
been annexed to Ukraine (GeremeSova 2017). The Slovak Republic shares a 98-kilometres border
with Ukraine, which is also the border of the European Union, the Schengen area and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). Ukrainians lived in Slovakia before the conflict broke out.
According to the results of the 2021 Population, Housing and Housing Census, 0.17 % of the
population with permanent residence in Slovakia declared Ukrainian nationality, which is
approximately 9 400 persons (Statisticky trad Slovenskej republiky / Statistical Office of the Slovak
Republic 2022). According to the law, the public broadcaster Radio and Television of Slovakia is
obliged to ensure broadcasting for national minorities living in Slovakia, i.e., for Ukrainians, who are
a recognised national minority (Zakon €. 532/2010 Z. z. o Rozhlase a televizii Slovenska a o zmene
a doplneni niektorych zakonov / Act No. 532/2010 on Radio and Television of Slovakia as Amended
2010). Commercial broadcasters are not obliged by law to broadcast programmes for national
minorities. Nevertheless, in response to the Russian aggression in Ukraine, the news broadcaster
TA3 launched a news format called Ukrajinské spravy / Ykpainceki HoBuaM (Ukrainian News). The

programme began broadcasting on 2 March 2022.
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The Slovak media have been intensively covering the war conflict, and their interest in it has not
waned even after more than 30 months of its duration. Both the public service media and commercial
television stations have dedicated separate sections to it in their news programmes (Dubravska 2023),
and web portals have set up sections where they publish information about the conflict. The issue is
still discussed in political programmes and on the news (Murar & Piatrov 2022), although nowadays
aid to Ukraine has become part of the electoral battle ahead of the forthcoming early parliamentary
elections in Slovakia to be held on 30 September 2023.

While the serious media try to proceed with caution when reporting on a war conflict, to verify
information or to lead by not being able to independently verify it, the conspiracy media lean towards
one side or the other. The coronavirus pandemic has been sparked by a pandemic of fake news,
disinformation, hoaxes and propaganda that has begun to spread through social media (Krajcovic¢
2022; Panasenko et al. 2020; Pravdova at al. 2021), especially social networks (Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube and others). In his study, the Dutch media theorist Deuze concluded that the coronavirus
pandemic is the first major media pandemic of the 21st century in which the media have played a role

in its spread:

"It is perhaps also not surprising, from this point of view, that most of the debates and discussions about the pandemic
do not just concern the virus and its impact, but focus especially on the roles of expert information provision, news
coverage, government communications, and social media. It is clear that the coronavirus pandemic is a mediatized event

as much as it is a virus that infects millions of people around the world" (Deuze, 2020: 14).

In 2021, the Government of the Slovak Republic adopted the Security Strategy of the Slovak
Republic, in which it committed to respond to hybrid threats, eliminate the spread of disinformation
and propaganda, and develop critical thinking (Ministerstvo obrany Slovenskej republiky / Ministry
of Defence of the Slovak Republic 2021). In March 2022, following the start of Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, the National Security Office blocked four disinformation online and web portals for
publishing disinformation and harmful content. The information space is constantly flooded with
disinformation aimed at manipulating public opinion (Gregu$ at al. 2022), and these efforts are

escalating.

The fact that the phenomenon of spreading false content in the online environment in Slovakia has a
significant impact on ordinary Internet users is confirmed by data from the YouGov agency.
According to YouGov, the Slovak Republic is one of the countries with the highest incidence of
people who have fallen for misinformation in the whole of Europe (Tisova 2022). The inability of

internet users to distinguish between sources in the context of the origin of a message or the lack of
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knowledge of the distinction between news and journalistic texts or blogging is a clear predisposition
to receive and then disseminate any content, including false content (Bielik & Visnovsky; Solik
2021). The gradual regulation of social and online media in the context of responsibility for the
content disseminated is a positive change in Slovak legislation and one of the necessary steps to
combat the phenomena of the dissemination of intentionally false content, the spread of aggression
and the polarisation of society (Skarba & Vistiovsky 2022). However, it must be said that it is not

only foreign media that are exposed to disinformation and the spread of political propaganda.

The language of the media is extremely dynamic and flexible, naturally reflecting the reality it reports.
This is manifested in media communication, where information is most often exchanged through
language. The enrichment of language with new words is a natural part of its evolution. It reflects the
liveliness of the language and at the same time is a reflection not only of the various intensive contacts
with other linguistic communities, but also of the current situation — social, cultural, political and

scientific-technical (Panasenko & Gregus§ 2022; Pitonidkova 2021).

3. Methodology

According to Starzynska and Budziszewska (2018: 291), discourse "authoritatively decides on
whether to include or exclude particular contents from archives of social knowledge". The modern
variety of interpretations of the phenomenon of discourse generally allows us to determine our
position as a socially linguistic one. Therefore, we treat discourse as a functional ethno-cultural space
of a particular society, represented by a certain verbalized practice in a certain socio-communicative
sphere. In this research, we define discourse as a linguistic unit of communication, which reflects the
differentiated diversity of the world and includes typical situations of social interaction, participants,

social norms and conventions, along with cultural representations (Osovska & Tomniuk 2019a: 169).

In accordance with our goal (to reveal the general post-war vision in the collective cognitive space of
Ukrainians and Europeans) and the object stated above, which is located at the intersection of mass
media, military and political discourses, we define the research materials as manifestations of mass
media-represented politically orientated and military-themed discourse in two national discourses in
almost equal amounts. The corpora are analysed according to the procedure outlined in (Osovska

2013) and tested in (Kolisnichenko et al. 2022; Osovska & Tomniuk 2019a; 2019b and others).

Thus, the research methodology, comparing cognitive representation, verbal reproduction and
discursive realization includes several stages: 1) determining through conceptual analysis the

allochthons as a general complex of possible concepts — the minimum units of storing, transmitting,
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and reproducing the knowledge; 2) determining autochthons as regular concepts through the
procedures of quantitative verification (namely, the application of the y2 criterion) of actuals; 3)
comparing the autochthons of Ukrainian and Slovak national concepts in the stated topic through

comparative analysis.

The identification of autochthonous concepts is based on the following considerations within the
discourse conceptology: a) it is possible to cognise and comprehend each discourse by realising its
peculiar concept system, which unites a certain set of regular and an infinite set of variable (random)
concepts that are actualised in it; b) this set can be established by analysing and inventorying the texts
that are realised within this discourse, recording the verbalisers of concepts and quantifying the most
frequent. In general, the applied methodology enables us to model the conceptual system of a
discourse and represent it on a cognitive map, but this study is only the initial stage of such a possible
procedure and will only allow us to identify regular concepts as the skeletons of the studied

discourses.

The traditional study of the fullness of conceptual structures is based, as a rule, on the definition of
frequency of lexemes that designate certain elements or nominal characteristics of a concept.
However, quantitative techniques, in particular, one of the basic methods for verifying hypotheses in
linguistics — the chi-square (y2) criterion (which is referred to as criterion of correspondence), make
it possible to determine the existence of correspondences or discrepancies between distributions of
frequencies of the quantities under observation (JIesuukuit 2012: 156), actually verifying their regularity
of this discursive environment (examples of the application of such a procedure can be found in (Osovska

2013: 159-196; Osovska & Tomniuk 2019a; 2019b and others)).

The material, which is subjected to analysis, was a selection of approximately 300 pages from the
most visited Slovak and Ukrainian news portals, www.sme.sk, www.pravda.com.ua, official speeches
of the President of the Slovak Republic Zuzana Caputova and of the President of Ukraine Volodymyr
Zelensky and their statuses on the social network Facebook, statuses of the respected economist and
former Minister of Finance of the Slovak Republic Ivan Miklo$ and thematically relevant studies by
prominent Ukrainian economists as well as other well-known and respected personalities in Slovakia

and Ukraine from various areas of public life.

4. Results and discussion
This procedure allowed us to identify the set of the main concepts in the rhetoric of Ukrainian and

Slovak decision-makers. However, it is quite logical that they display different frequency of use by
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the speakers. The main autochthonous concepts recorded in the Ukrainian mass media political

discourse are presented in Table 1 in descending order of frequency.

Table 1. The main autochthonous concepts recorded in the Ukrainian mass media

political discourse of the post-war period. Source: own processing

Concept English equivalent Percentage Concept English equivalent |Percentage of
of the total the total
number of number of
verbalisers verbalisers

BYJIYBAHHS BUILDING 10.47 PEKOHCTPYKIIA | RECONSTRUCTION 1.95
BIIBYIOBA REBUILDING 8.00 3POCTAHHSA GROWTH 1,94
3AXUCT/ SAFETY/
BITHOBJIEHHS RECOVERY 7.32 OBOPOHA SECURITY 1.73
BE3IEKA DEFENCE 6.72 BITPOBAJDKEHHS | IMPLEMENTATION 1.42
JOIIOMOT A HELP 5.99 JEMOKPATIA DEMOCRACY 1.20
PO3BUTOK DEVELOPMENT 5.44 MM PPOBI3ALLA DIGITALIZATION 1,13
PE®OPMA REFORM 5.09 PO3IIMPEHHSA EXTENSION 0,79
BKJIFOYEHHSI/ INCLUSION/
IHTETPALIA (mo | INTEGRATION (to EU
€C uu HATO) or NATO) 4.55 MOJEPHI3ALIIA MODERNIZATION 0,76
[TPOT'PEC PROGRESS 4,47 MUP PEACE 0.56
HIATPUMKA SUPPORT 4.43 IMMOAOJIAHHA OVERCOMING 0,39
CTBOPEHHS CREATION 4.14 3ATIOBII'AHHA PREVENTION 0,38
IHBECTHMIIII INVESTMENT 4.04 CBOBOJIA FREEDOM 0,32
3AJIYUEHHSA INVOLVEMENT 2,85 3BIJIbHEHHA RELIEF 0,31
3MIHA CHANGE 2,76 OHOBJIEHHA UPDATE 0,29
INEPETBOPEHHS | TRANSFORMATION 2,75 PO3I'OPTAHHA DEPLOYMENT 0,27
ITPOEKT PROJECT 2,65 TMOJIIMIIEHHSA IMPROVEMENT 0,24
EKCIIOPT EXPORT 2.38 CAHKIII SANCTIONS 0.06
CITPUSIHHA FACILITATION 2.13 CYBEPEHITET SOVEREIGNTY 0.05

As we can see, the awareness of the post-war state in the collective cognitive space of Ukrainians is
concentrated around the BI/IBYIOBA / REBUILDING (8%):

(1) Ukr. Vxpaina nompebysamume cucmemnoi 6i06y0oeu nicis 6ilinu, a 0esxi 00 ekmu nompedyoms
Heeauinoco 6ioHosnenHsA. ("JlocTynm TpoMaichKOCTI 10 MPUHAHATTS pillleHb LIOJO0 BiJHOBJICHHS
VYkpainu B 4yacTuHi 30epeXeHHS JOBKULIA 1 mpoTuaii 3miHi kiaimary"). March 20 2023. — Eng.
'Ukraine will need systemic rebuilding after the war and some facilities will need immediate
recovery'. ("Public access to decision-making regarding the restoration of Ukraine in terms of
environmental protection and climate change prevention"). (https://ua.boell.org/sites/default/
files/2023-03/zvit_uchast-gromadskosti-u-procesakh-vidbudovi-2023.pdf)

BIAHOBJIEHHSA / RECOVERY (7.32%) acknowledges the need for JAOIIOMOI'A /HELP
(5.99%):

(2) Ukr. Bionosnenus Yxpainu — ye 6ceocsdicna mpancopmayia Kpainu, nio uac sakoi 6asamo
enemenmie maroms npayrosamu oonodacxo. ("Bindynosa Ykpainu: npuHIMNU Ta noixituka"). May

282023.—Eng. 'The recovery of Ukraine is a comprehensive transformation of the country and during
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this change many components must work simultaneously'. ("Reconstruction of Ukraine: principles

and politics"). (https://cepr.org/system/files/2022-12/reconstruction%20book Ukrainian_0.pdf)

(3) Ukr. Ha makomy pieni HeobXiona 0onomo2a iHO3eMHUX He3ANeHCHUX eKCnepmis y 8i000opi ma
HaeuauHi Oyde HaubOinbw epexmusnor, May 28 2023. ("BimOymoBa YkpaiHu: NPUHIUIN Ta
nomiTtuka"). — Eng. 'At this level, the necessary help of foreign independent experts in selection and
training processes will be most efficient'. ("Reconstruction of Ukraine: principles and politics").

(https://cepr.org/system/files/2022-12/reconstruction%20book Ukrainian_0.pdf)

[NIATPUMKA / SUPPORT (4.43%) of the world:

(4) Ukr. Vrpaina, 3a niompumxu kpaiu, saxi 8ipsims y c8imosuil NopsooK, 3aCHOBAHUL HA NPABUILAX,
nepemoodce. May 28 2023. ("BinOynosa Ykpainu: npuniunu ta noiaituka'"). — Eng. 'Ukraine will gain
victory with the support of the countries that believe in the world order based on rules'.
("Reconstruction of Ukraine: principles and politics"). (https:/cepr.org/system/files/2022-
12/reconstruction%20book Ukrainian_0.pdf)

IHBECTHULIIL / INVESTMENT (4.04%):

(5) Ukr. Vkpaina mooce cnpocmumu npuniue ineecmuyiti Haoarouu 0ocmyn 00 mauoanyuxis. May
15 2023. ("Hapuc mpo BinOynoBy Ykpainu"). — Eng. 'Ukraine can facilitate the investment inflow by
providing access to the platforms'. ("A Blueprint for the Reconstruction of Ukraine").

(https://voxukraine.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Reconstruction-of-Ukraine-2022-04-05-copy-
edited Ukr.pdf)

3AJIYVUEHHS / INVOLVEMENT (2.85%):

(6) Ukr. 3anyuenns micyesoi 61aou ma 2pomMaoaHcbKo2o CyCnilibCmea Mamo GeiuKe 3HAYeH s 340]15
yeniwnoeo sionosnenus, May 23 2023. ("IloBoenne BimHOBIeHHsS YKpaiHu. HoBi punku Ta udposi
pimenns"). — Eng. 'The involvement of local authorities and civil society plays a crucial role in
achieving successful recovery'. ("Post-war recovery of Ukraine. New markets and digital decision").

(https://kse.ua/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Digital-instruments-in-Ukrainian-recovery.pdf)

Provision of EKCITOPT / EXPORT (2.38%) opportunities:

(7) Ukr. Came ma npuxnadi exchopmuoi 3epHo80i iHiyiamueu Mu NOKA3aIu, wjo ceim 30ameH
eapanmyeamu cmabinbHicms nonpu 0y0b-aKi 3acposu, sxki cmeopioe Pocis. November 5 2022.
("Maemo 3abe3neunTH MMOBHUMN 3aXHUCT yKpaiHchkoro He6a"). — Eng. 'The very example of the grain

export initiative proved that the world is able to ensure stability despite any threats posed by Russia'
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("We must ensure full protection of the Ukrainian sky"). (https://www.president.

gov.ua/news/mayemo-zabezpechiti-povnij-zahist-ukrayinskogo-neba-j-budemo-78973)

Ukrainians  acknowledge  that  BE3IIEKA /DEFENCE  (6.72%) is bound  with
IHTET'PALIEIO / INTEGRATION (4.55%):

(8) Ukr. Biobyoosa, ecgpoinmezpauyis i mooepHizayis maroms 0ymu 8UKOHAHI, OANCAHO NAPATETbHO.

Tonosna ooszocmporoea yine Yxpainu — micHiwa inmeepayia 3 €eponoro. June 2 2023.
("TloBo€eHHE BiHOBIEHHS YKpaiHuU: BiIOy0Ba 3apaau Kpaujoro Maiitdytusoro"). — Eng. "Rebuilding,

integration to the EU and modernization should be carried out, preferably at the same time. The main

long-term goal of Ukraine is closer integration with Europe'. ("Post-war recovery of Ukraine:

reconstruction for the sake of a better future"). (http://epl.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/post-

war-reconstruction-UA3001.pdf).

3MIHU / CHANGES (2.76%) are possible through CTBOPEHHS / CREATION (4.14%) and
I[MPOEKTYBAHHS / PROJECT (2.65%) of something new:

(9) Ukr. Ilpiopumemom mae cmamu 3mina nioxo0ie 00 po3eumky exonomiku; Kapounanvna smina
nioxo0ie 00 800020CNO0APCLKOI NOMIMUKU 8 pPAMKAX 3enenoco BIOHOBIEHHS 003601UMb
MAaKCUMAIbHO Peanizyeamu cmpamezilo iHmezpoeano2o YNpasiiHHA 600HUMU pecypcamu. June 2
2023. ("IloBoeHnHe BigHOBIEHHS YKpaiHu: BimOyaoBa 3apaiau Kpamoro MaiOytHeoro"). — Eng.
'Changing the approaches to economic development should become a priority. A radical change in
approaches to water management policy within the framework of the Green Recovery will make it
possible to fully implement the strategy of integrated management of water resources'. ("Post-war

recovery of Ukraine: reconstruction for the sake of a better future") (http://epl.org.ua/wp-

content/uploads/2023/01/post-war-reconstruction-UA3001.pdf)

(10) Ukr. Mae o6ymu cmeopenuti mexauizm OAs CHPAMYBAHHA MINCHAPOOHOI OONOMO2U,
Buxopucmannsa yugposux incmpymenmis 015k Cmeopents cyuacHoi 8i0Kpumoi 0Jist 8i0C1iOK08Y8aAHHSL
ma ananizy yugposoi apximexmypu. July 16 2023 ("BigOymoBa YkpaiHu: MPUHITUIH Ta MOJITAKA").
— Eng. 'A mechanism of allocating international aid must be created; digital tools should be used in
order to create modern digital architecture, open for tracking and analysis'. ("Reconstruction of Ukraine:
principles and politics").

(https://cepr.org/system/files/2022-12/reconstruction%20book Ukrainian_0.pdf)
I[MEPETBOPEHHS / TRANSFORMATION (2.75%):

(11) Ukr. Finbue moeo, Hemae YHIKAIbHO20 NAAHY pedhopm O nepemseopents YKpainu Ha cy4acHy
esponelicbky oemoxkpamito. Bueadxena cmpamezin 6iOHO6IeHHs 3aniyuamume IHEecmuyii, AKi

Ppo3Kpusaioms nomenyian nodei ma mepumopiti 6e3 "3amuxanna" ix ma nepemeopeHius 8
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maubymuvomy Ha Hezeopomui ineecmuyii. July 16 2023. ("BigOymoBa YkpaiHu: NpUHIMIHN Ta
nomituka"). — Eng. 'Moreover, there is no unique reform plan for transforming Ukraine into a modern
European democracy. A balanced recovery strategy will attract investments that will show the
potential of people and territories without "locking" them and transforming them into irreversible
investments in the future'. ("Reconstruction of Ukraine: principles and politics").

(https://cepr.org/system/files/2022-12/reconstruction%20book Ukrainian_0.pdf)

BYAIBHULITBO / BUILDING (10.47%) or PEKOHCTPYKIIIO / RECONSTRUCTION (1.95%)
of certain decimated objects:

(12) Ukr. Ilpiopumemom mae cmamu KOpuey8anws eKOHOMIKU ULIAXOM 0yOisHuymea Oinviu
eHepeoepexmusHux i meHw enepeozampamuux cucmem. July 16 2023. ("IloBoeHHE BiTHOBIICHHS
VYkpaiau: BigOyaoBa 3apaau kpamoro MaiOytaeoro"). — Eng. 'Adjusting the economy by building
more energy-efficient and less energy-consuming systems should be at the forefront'. ("Post-war

recovery of Ukraine: reconstruction for the sake of a better future") (http://epl.org.ua/wp-

content/uploads/2023/01/post-war-reconstruction-UA3001.pdf)

(13) Ukr. Pexorcmpykuyis — ye He npo 8i00y008y Ykpainu 00 neped8oeHH020 CMAHy, a nNpo 21ubOKy

mooepuizayiro kpainu. July 16 2023. ("BinOymoBa Ykpainu: mpuHIunu ta momituka"). — Eng.

'Reconstruction is not about rebuilding Ukraine to its pre-war state, but about deep modernization of

the country'. ("Reconstruction of Ukraine: principles and politics").

(https://cepr.org/system/files/2022-12/reconstruction%20book Ukrainian_0.pdf)

There is a clear realisation of the fact that the society needs PE®@OPM / REFORMS (5.09%), in
particular ~ IIM®POBI3AILIII / DIGITALISATION (1.13%) and  MOJIEPHI3AIIII /
MODERNIZATION (0.76%) of all domains:

(14) Ukr. @inancosa oonomoea ... 3modxce Hadamu SKip ONsL IHCMUMYYiUHUX pegopm ma
ynegneHicmu 015 npusamuux ineecmopis. July 17 2023. ("Hapuc nipo BinOynoBy Ykpainu"). — Eng.
'Financial assistance ... could provide an anchor for institutional reforms and confidence for private
investors'. ("A Blueprint for the reconstruction of Ukraine"). (https://voxukraine.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/04/Reconstruction-of-Ukraine-2022-04-05-copy-edited Ukr.pdf)

(15) Ukr. Buxopucmanns modxcausocmetl yugposizayii 01 po3wupeHts 3aiyienocmi, no6yoosu
cmpykmyproeo Oianozy. July 17 2023. ("docTynm rpomMaachbKoCTi IO TPHUHHSATTS PIlIEHb MO0
BIIHOBJICHHSI YKpaiHU B 4aCTHHI 30epekKeHHS TOBKULIA 1 mpotuaii 3MmiHi kmimaty"). — Eng. 'Using the
opportunities of digitalization to expand involvement and build a structural dialogue'. ("Public access

to decision-making regarding the restoration of Ukraine in terms of environmental protection and
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climate change  prevention"). (https://ua.boell.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/zvit_uchast-

gromadskosti-u-procesakh-vidbudovi-2023.pdf)

Although the perceptions of PO3BUTKY / DEVELOPMENT (5.44%), 3POCTAHHA / GROWTH
(1.94%) and ITPOI'PECY / PROGRESS (4.47%) are currently, for obvious reasons are active present

in the corpus and indicate optimism among Ukrainians.

We can also see a fairly moderate percentage of appeals to the concepts of FREEDOM and PEACE,
which may indicate the deviation from declarative populism and the commitment to a long struggle.
Ukrainians also show no tendency to overuse the notion of SANCTIONS, which is evident from the

understanding and identification of many features of their lack of effectiveness.

Analysing the Slovak content of the same type, we record a partially different frequency

configuration, which indicates partially different social priorities (see Table 2).

Table 2. The main autochthonous concepts recorded
in the Slovak media political discourse of the post-war period. Source: own processing

Concept English equivalent | Percentage Concept English equivalent Percentage of
of the total the total
number of number of
verbalisers verbalisers

POMOC HELP / AID 12.00 DIGITALIZACIA DIGITALIZATION 1.70

ZACLENENIE / INCLUSION / 11.53 SLOBODA FREEDOM 1.51
INTEGRACIA INTEGRATION (to
(do EU alebo EU or NATO)
NATO)
BEZPECNOST SAFETY/SECURITY 10.11 SUVERENITA SOVEREIGNTY 1.51
PODPORA SUPPORT 10.00 REKONSTRUCIA RECONSTRUCTION 1.40
OBRANA DEFENCE 7.72 ROZVOJ DEVELOPMENT 1.12
OBNOVA RECOVERY 5.00 BUDOVANIE BUILDING 0.81
EXPORT EXPORT 4.50 ZMENA CHANGE 0.80
RAST GROWTH 4.50 MODERNIZACIA MODERNIZATION 0.70
INVESTICIE INVESTMENTS 3.60 ZAPOJENIE INVOLVEMENT 0.69
MIER PEACE 3.03 REFORMA REFORM 0.40
SANKCIE SANCTIONS 2.53 ULAHCENIE FACILITATION 0.30
PROGRES PROGRESS 2.38 PREKONANIE OVERCOMING 0.30
DEMOKRACIA DEMOCRACY 2.38 IMPLEMENTACIA IMPLEMENTATION 0.28
TVORBA CREATION 2.00 PREVENCIA PREVENTION 0.13
ROZSIRENIE EXTENSION 1.96 AKTUALIZACIA UPDATE 0.13
ZLEPSENIE IMPROVEMENT 1.96 ULAVA RELIEF 0.13
PRESTAVBA REBUILDING 1.82 NASADENIE DEPLOYMENT 0.12
PROJEKT PROJECT 1.70 TRANSFORMACIA | TRANSFORMATION -

As we can see from the table, the Slovak discourse is quite logical for a European country focused on
the priority of POMOC / HELP / AID (12.00%), ensuring OBRANA / DEFENCE (7.72%) and
BEZPECNOST / SAFETY of Ukraine (10.11%) by ZACLENENIE / INTEGRACIA /
INTEGRATION (11.53%) into the interstate economic and security structures of the EU and NATO.
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The concept of POMOC /HELP / AID has appeared in Slovak discourse in various contexts, but most
often in connection with economic and military aid, assistance in the reconstruction of the country
and ensuring stability and peace, as can be seen in this example:

(16) Sk. Ukrajinsky prezident veri, zZe Ukrajina vo vojne za slobodu zvitazi a stane sa plnohodnotnym
¢lenom NATO. Ocenil, Ze od partnerov dostal na summite pozitivne spravy o novom baliku pomoci,
a podakoval vsetkym lidrom, ktori sa rozhodli takymto sposobom pomoct’ Kyjevu. ("Stoltenberg:
Ukrajina je k NATO blizSie ako kedykol'vek predtym"). July 12 2023. — Eng. 'The Ukrainian
President believes that Ukraine will win the war for freedom and become a full member of NATO.
He appreciated the positive news he received from partners at the summit about the new aid package
and thanked all leaders who decided to help Kiev in this way'. ("Stoltenberg: Ukraine is closer to
NATO than  ever"). (https://www.trend.sk/spravy/stoltenberg-ukrajina-je-nato-blizsie-ako-

kedvkolvek-predtym-2)

The concept of POMOC/HELP / AID is also related to the provision of financial and material support
to the OBRANA / DEFENCE of Ukraine and the re-establishment of BEZPECNOST / SAFETY in
the country, which is often discussed in Slovak and European discourse in terms of ZACLENENIE /
INTEGRACIA / INTEGRATION of Ukraine into European structures, namely the EU and NATO,
which is also confirmed by the following examples. However, the analysed materials often draw

attention to the fact that the integration of Ukraine during the war will not be possible.

(17) Sk. Od prvého momentu Ukrajinci pri obrane svojej vlasti preukazuju nesmiernu statocnost’ a
witrvalo brania svoju zvrchovanost, nezavislost a uzemnu celistvost. ("Spolocné vyhlasenie troch
najvysSich tustavnych cinitelov Slovenskej republiky pri prilezitosti prvého vyro¢ia napadnutia
Ukrajiny vojskami Ruskej federacie.") February 24 2023. — Eng. 'From the very first moment,
Ukrainians have shown tremendous bravery in defending their homeland and have steadfastly
defended their sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity'. ("Joint statement of the three
highest constitutional officials of the Slovak Republic on the occasion of the first anniversary of the
invasion of Ukraine by the troops of the Russian Federation."). (https://www.prezident.sk/upload-

files/12373.pdf)

(18) Sk. Vysvetlil, Ze predmetné bezpecnostné zaruky budu v platnosti, kym Ukrajina nevstupi do
NATO. ("Stoltenberg predstavil plan na zaclenenie Ukrajiny do Aliancie"). July 11 2023. — Eng. 'He
explained that the security guarantees in question will remain in force until Ukraine joins NATO'.
("Stoltenberg unveils plan to integrate Ukraine into the Alliance").

(https://www.sme.sk/minuta/23192843/stoltenberg-ukrajina-sa-stane-clenom-nato)
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OBNOVA / RECOVERY (5.00%) of the country can be achieved through INVESTICIE /
INVESTMENT (3.60%), new PROJEKT / PROJECT (1.70%), EXPORT (4.50%) and
MODERNIZACIA / MODERNIZATION (0.70%). In the context of the economic reconstruction of
Ukraine, the Slovak and European discourse talks about investment by foreign companies and
enterprises in Ukraine, or transfer of production to Ukraine, implementation of projects designed for
the reconstruction and recovery of the country and restart of the economy, promotion of exports, e.g.,
grain and other raw materials, and overall modernization and implementation of new technologies
with the aim of Ukraine's reconstruction. Examples of these concepts are given below:

(19) Sk. Europska komisia v najblizsich tyzdnoch predlozi navrh, ktory by umoznil vyuZitie
zmrazenych ruskych aktiv na financovanie obnovy vojnou znicenej Ukrajiny. ("Brusel finalizuje navrh
na vyuzitie zmrazenych ruskych aktiv na obnovu Ukrajiny"). June 22 2023. — Eng. 'In the coming
weeks, the European Commission will present a proposal that would allow frozen Russian assets to
be used to finance the recovery of war-torn Ukraine'. ("Brussels finalises proposal to use frozen

Russian assets to recovery Ukraine"). (https://www.trend.sk/spravy/brusel-finalizuje-navrh-vyuzitie-

zmrazenych-ruskych-aktiv-obnovu-ukrajiny)

(20) Sk. Spolocnost’ Baykar planuje odstartovat’ vyrobu dronov na Ukrajine v roku 2025. Celkovy
objem pldanovanych investicii je okolo 95 milionov dolarov. ("Turecka spolo¢nost’ Baykar otvori na
Ukrajine servisné centrum pre drony, neskor rozbehne aj ich vyrobu"). July 31 2023 — Eng. 'Baykar
plans to start drone production in Ukraine in 2025. The total volume of planned investments is around
$95 million'. ("Turkish company Baykar opens a service centre for drones in Ukraine, later to start

drone production"). (https://sita.sk/turecka-spolocnost-baykar-otvori-na-ukrajine-servisne-centrum-

pre-drony-neskor-rozbehne-aj-ich-vyrobu/)

(21) Sk. Po ruskej invazii na Ukrajinu utrpel export obilia z Ukrajiny a potravin a hnojiv z Ruska
tazku ranu. ("Ukrajina tvrdi, Ze za devét dni ruskych utokov bolo zni¢enych 180-tisic ton obilia").
July 31, 2023 — Eng. 'Following the Russian invasion of Ukraine, exports of grain from Ukraine and
food and fertiliser from Russia have suffered a severe blow'. ("Ukraine says 180 thousand tonnes of

grain destroyed in nine days of Russian attacks"). (https://www.sme.sk/minuta/23199974/ukrajina-

tvrdi-ze-za-devaet-dni-ruskych-utokov-bolo-znicenych-180-tisic-ton-obilia)

(22) Sk. Peniaze maju podporit modernizaciu a zvySovanie vyroby v doterajsich zavodoch, ako aj
vznik novych vyrobnych kapacit. ("EU vyplatila Ukrajine d’al$iu tranZzu pomoci na opravu zniéenej

infrastruktury"). July 25 2023 — Eng. 'The money is to support the modernisation and increase of

production in existing factories as well as the creation of new production capacities'. ("EU disburses

another tranche of aid to Ukraine to repair damaged infrastructure"). (https://www.trend.sk/

spravy/eu-vyplatila-ukrajine-dalsiu-tranzu-pomoci-opravu-znicenej-infrastruktury)
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Comparing the studied discourses, it should be noted that, in general, Slovak and Ukrainian
conceptual systems (and, therefore, the framework of ethnic communities' thinking) demonstrate
certain similarities regarding the need for support, assistance in recovery, protection and defence,

security, and a vision of the ways to rebuild and reform the economy and the state.

However, we also notice certain subtleties.

Unlike in the Ukrainian discourse, in the Slovak discourse we find an active appeal to universal values
— JEMOKPATISA / DEMOKRACIA / DEMOCRACY (2.38%), CBOBOJIA / SLOBODA /
FREEDOM (1.51%) and CYBEPEHITET / SUVERENITA /SOVEREIGNTY (1.51%). Through this
analysis, we found that these concepts are mainly present in the official speeches and statements of
politicians (president, prime minister) and top representatives of European structures (general
secretary of NATO, president of the European Commission) emphasizing universal values that are
threatened as a result of the ongoing war conflict and often urging for their restoration as well. Many
of the materials analysed emphasise these concepts in the context of support for Ukraine, the need to

restore peace and Ukraine's sovereignty.

(23) Sk. Pevne stojime za ukrajinskym ludom v jeho obrane slobody, demokracie a prava na
sebaurcenie a prava rozhodovat o vlastnej buducnosti. ("Spolo¢né vyhlasenie troch najvyssich
ustavnych cinitel'ov Slovenskej republiky pri prilezitosti prvého vyrocia napadnutia Ukrajiny
vojskami Ruskej federacie.") February 24 2023. — Eng. 'We stand firmly behind the Ukrainian people
in their defence of freedom, democracy and the right to self-determination and the right to decide
their own future'. ("Joint statement of the three highest constitutional officials of the Slovak Republic

on the occasion of the first anniversary of the invasion of Ukraine by the troops of the Russian

Federation."). (https://www.prezident.sk/upload-files/12373.pdf)

(24) Sk. Ukrajina musi byt opdtovne zvrchovand, plnohodnotne a nezavisle fungovat'v ramci svojich

medzinarodne uznanych hranic, byt pevne ukotvena v integracnom procese do Europskej unie, a mat’
pravo sa o svojom buducom smerovani rozhodovat samostatne. ("Spolocné vyhlasenie troch
najvysSich tustavnych cinitelov Slovenskej republiky pri prilezitosti prvého vyro¢ia napadnutia
Ukrajiny vojskami Ruskej federécie.") February 24 2023. — Eng. Ukraine must regain its sovereignty,
function fully and independently within its internationally recognised borders, be firmly anchored in
the integration process into the European Union and have the right to decide its future direction
independently'. ("Joint statement of the three highest constitutional officials of the Slovak Republic
on the occasion of the first anniversary of the invasion of Ukraine by the troops of the Russian

Federation."). (https://www.prezident.sk/upload-files/12373.pdf)
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We assume that these obvious values are being actively verbalized by the European society, being
rediscovered in the context of the awareness of the enormous price paid by the Ukrainian people for
them. The concept of MUP / MIER / PEACE is also much more actively used by Slovaks (3.03%)
than by Ukrainians (0.56%), apparently due to the latter's focus on reclaiming their own territories

and reluctance to consider other situations of "reconciliation."

(25) Sk. Nase usilie, nase kroky musia sledovat jediny ciel, nastolenie spravodlivého mieru.
("Mimoriadne vystupenie k vyrociu ruskej vojenskej agresie na Ukrajine v RTVS.") February 24
2023. — Eng. Our efforts, our actions must pursue a single goal, the establishment of a just peace.
("Extraordinary appearance on the anniversary of the Russian military aggression in Ukraine on

RTVS."). (https://www.prezident.sk/upload-files/17089.pdf)

Much more actively than Ukrainians (0.06%), Slovaks (2.53%) appeal to CAHKIIII / SANKCIE /
SANCTIONS.

IHTET'PALISL / INTEGRACIA / INTEGRATION (into NATO and the EU) is much more often
mentioned by Slovaks (11.53%) than by Ukrainians (4.55%), who, despite the ever-growing
sociological trend, are quite realistic about the impossibility of a country at war joining NATO and

are aware of the length of this path.

The study shows that Ukrainians are quite conscious of the need for PO3BUTOK / ROZVOJ /
DEVELOPMENT (5.44%), ITPOT'PEC / PROGRES / PROGRESS (4.47%), 3MIHU / ZMENA /
CHANGE (2.76%) and PE©OOPMHU / REFORM / REFORM of the state (5.09%), while Slovaks,
being aware of this problem, are careful not to misuse such considerations (1,12%, 2,38%, 0.8% and

0.4% respectively).

One of the most important concepts for Ukrainians, BIIBYJIOBA / PRESTAVBA / REBUILDING
(8%), 1s quite low in frequency in the Slovak corpus (1.82%), which obviously shows the extreme
relevance of this process for Ukrainians and the abstractness of Slovaks. This is also confirmed by
another concept, BYITYBAHHS / BUDOVANIE / BUILDING, which appears 0.81% in the Slovak
and 10.47% in the Ukrainian corpora.

The statistical calculations of the above set series of concepts make up a quite controversial picture.
The application of the y* criterion allows determining the presence or absence of a statistical

relationship between the frequency distributions of the observed values (JIeButikuit 2012: 156). What

29 ISSN 2453-8035


https://www.prezident.sk/upload-files/17089.pdf

is more, the due regard of its value for the two discourses under study (y~ = 5426.9) makes it possible
to ascertain that the probability of direct statistical interconnection between them is less than 1%.
This also indicates the rather low value of Chuprov's coefficient of mutual conjugation (K=0.209)

(JIeBurrkmii 2012: 160).

Hence, despite the seeming similarity, as well as the presence of certain common features, the
difference in discourses and, consequently, in the tendencies of Ukrainians' and Slovaks' way of

thinking about the postwar future, is statistically confirmed.

5. Conclusions

We have aimed to disclose the tendencies represented in the media regarding the perspective on the
post-war world and on Ukraine in particular, in the collective cognitive space of Ukrainians and
Slovaks as the representatives of the European space, applying the methodology that combines the
principles of discourse conceptualization and linguistic statistics to identify and verify the concepts-
authors. We have established both mental similarities and discrepancies in the ideas of the post-war
order in the minds of Ukrainians and Europeans, as demonstrated in the speeches of well-known

politicians, economists and numerous news media content.

The general trend is quantitatively confirmed as everyone understands the need for urgent support
and assistance, both in terms of protection and in terms of post-war recovery and further security,
which will primarily involve Ukraine's inclusion in interstate economic and security structures. It is

stated by the operational activity of the verbalizers of corresponding concepts.

Some differences have also been discerned and recorded, namely that Europeans are idealistic in their
emphasis on conceptual values (democracy, freedom, sovereignty, peace), appealing to sanctions and
the importance of the integration of Ukraine into NATO and the EU. Ukrainians, on the other hand,
after a year and a half of the full-scale war and all the atrocities of existence associated with it, are
demonstrating that they have given up on declarative illusions and now clearly acknowledge that they

are facing the primary task of rebuilding an altered and reformed state.

However, considering the results of the statistical analysis ()* criterion), we can speak of an extremely
low probability of a direct connection between the discourses under study from the point of view of
their main concepts, and, therefore, the difference in the mindsets of Ukrainians and Slovaks

regarding the understanding of the post-war future of the state.
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Notes and abbreviations

Translation from Slovak into English is done by Jan Visiovsky.

Translation from Ukrainian into English is done by Iryna Osovska.

Eng. — English
Sk. — Slovak
Ukr. — Ukrainian
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